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English 045 Summer Reading--2019 

 

Students are required to read two books for senior English.  Students will need a hard copy of both books with 

them in class for at least the first two weeks of classes. The assessments for these books will count toward the 

English grade! 

 

#1--Grendel, by John Gardner--this will result in a socratic seminar and an in-class essay the week of return to 

school.The Grendel Guide questions are not required to answer but will help in your comprehension if you follow 

along.   

  

#2--Is to be a book of the student’s choice, so choose wisely as this will be a book with which you will required to 

interact with via a journal.  The book must be age appropriate, at least 150 pages, and may be fiction or nonfiction.  

It may not be a book you have read previously or that a teacher has assigned in the past.  

 

Students are to create a Google document on which they will keep a double-entry journal over the entire book 

containing key topics and passages, as well as their responses to them.  Info. on double-entry journals can be found 

at this link: http://www.adlit.org/strategies/22091/ . The journal will be submitted to turnitn.com the first week of 

school. As well, each student will confer with the instructor (after providing the instructor a copy of the book) for  

a scholarly discussion over the merits/drawbacks of the book, among other things. 

 

http://www.adlit.org/strategies/22091/


GRENDEL GUIDE QUESTIONS 

 

Grendel: Chs. 1-2 

1. In detail describe the setting (it has many components) as you know it thus far in the story? 

2. What is the old ram’s response to Grendel?  How is this significant? 

3. According to Grendel, who is his only friend?  How is this significant? 

4. What animal will Grendel never kill? 

5. Of what did the dead woman with the iron-gray hair taste? 

6. Describe Grendel’s entrance into Hrothgar’s hall.  How is this significant? 

7. How do the Geats dispose with the body parts of their dead? 

8. How many times has Grendel now attacked Herot? 

9. Describe the “pool of firesnakes”. 

10. Among the pool of firesnakes, what sunken item did G find? 

11. How did G become stuck in the tree? 

12. What animal attacked Grendel while he was stuck in the tree? 

13. What was it, that lured G out, that had a scent more “heavenly” than flowers? 

14. Why was G’s stuck situation so serious? 

15. What did G see for the first time in chapter two? 

16. What did the king and his men speculate that G might be? 

17. What did the king and his men speculate that G might like to eat? 

18. Why did the king and his men attack Grendel? 

19. Of what, as G claims, does his mother smell? 

20. Even though it’s early in the selection, from what you can discern, how are G and his mother different? 

Grendel: Chs. 3-4 

21. Why, as G relates it, did he “turn” on Hrothgar? 

22. What would occur when hunters from two different bands ran across one another? 

23. What would they erect on the top of the hills?  Why? 

24. What would the men speak of after drinking? 

25. What would become of a man considered guilty of killing a neighbor? 

26. According to G, what normally happened at the halls? 

27. What were the Shaper’s songs of? 

28. What did Hrothgar take of his closest neighbors? 

29. How did the men treat the oxen? 

30. What did Hrothgar’s circuit of roads resemble? 

31. How was Hrothgar able to grow his empire exponentially? 

32. Over what did G cast a spell? 

33. What is the story of the harper at the end of chapter three? 

34. What became of the old harper? 

35.  What was Hrothgar’s “daring scheme”? 

36. What does Grendel know about Hrothgar that isn’t true, yet Grendel wants to believe it anyway? 



37. What all was the new Shaper’s pay? 

38. When Grendel was creeping among the humans, in what activities did he witness them involved? 

39. On what did Grendel step? 

40. How had this been killed? 

41. What had been removed from this creature? 

42. As Grendel carried the creature toward the hall, what was the subject of the Shaper’s fist song? 

43. Describe Grendel’s version of the attack by the men? 

44. What did Grendel mean by, “Oh what a conversion!” 

45. According to Grendel, who had weasel eyes?   

46. To what is Grendel addicted? 

47. From where did Grendel learn his vulgarities? 

48. Of what animal is Grendel afraid? 

Grendel: Chs. 5-6 

49. How is Grendel to humans as the Dragon is to Grendel? 

50. How does Grendel feel about the Dragon from the get-go? 

51. What special mental knowledge does the dragon possess? 

52. What were Grendel’s intentions when he picked up the emerald? 

53. According to the Dragon, where is the “essence of life” to be found? 

54. According to the Dragon, what role does the Shaper play in men’s lives? 

55. According to the Dragon, what is the sine qua non (necessary condition) of all of humanities’ glorious achievements? 

56. According to the Dragon, how does Grendel improve the humans? 

57. What is the Dragon’s advice to Grendel?   Why?___________________________ 

58. What is the nature of the spell the Dragon put on G? 

59. Initially, how does G feel about the spell? 

60. How does G now feel about the Shaper’s songs? 

61. How does G find himself in a fight with a guard? 

62. Over what did the guard trip and fall? 

63. How does G finish off the guard? 

64. As a result, more than ever before what does G realize? 

65. What does Unferth ask G about G’s god? 

66. What human realization does Unferth come to about G? 

67. With what does G minorly injure Unferth ? 

68. On what does Unferth slip and fall? 

69. How many nights later does Unferth arrive at G’s lair? 

70. What did Unferth intend to happen there? 

71. What were G’s mom’s intentions with Unferth? 

72. What did happen there? 

73. What would Unferth have to do in G’s lair for G to kill him there? 

74. What does Unferth threaten do to if G returns him to Hart? 



75. Why, as G states it, does he kill 2 guards at Hart? 

76. What disguises does Unferth take after his return? 

Grendel: Chs. 7-8 

77.  According to G, how long would it take him to “finish off” his enemies? 

78. Why, then, won’t he? 

79.  Cite one of G’s “numberless blessings”. 

80. What, now, is Hrothgar’s other threat? 

81. How did Hrothgar’s “meet” his other threat? 

82. What new guard animal is introduced at this meeting? 

83. What is Hygmod’s sign of truce/surrender? 

84. What is Hygmod’s initial offer to preserve peace? 

85. Why won’t Hrothgar accept Hygmod’s initial offer? 

86. What are Hrothgar’s initial intentions at this meeting? 

87. What significant gift does Hrothgar end up with? 

88. Cite a secondary gift as well. 

89. How did the Helmings feel about Wealtheow? 

90. Describe Wealtheow physically? 

91. When Hygmod sings, of what does he sing?  

92. What accusation does a drunken man make against Unferth? 

93. Explain how Wealtheow defends Unferth in a way, and eases the tension between Unferth and another thane. 

94. What didn’t Grendel do that second winter? 

95. What visitors came to Herot/Hart? 

96. As we now learn, why is Unferth so intent on becoming a hero? 

97. Who guards the King and Queen’s bedroom chamber door? 

98. When Grendel first lays hands on the Queen, what does he resolve to do? 

99. Who all, then, stands up to defend Wealtheow? 

100. What were Grendel’s thoughts as he laid hands/paws on Wealtheow? 

101. What does Grendel resolve “absolutely and finally” to do as he runs away from Hart? 

Grendel:  Chs. 9-10 

102. Who all does G kill in ch. 9? 

103. What is a hart? 

104. What do the priests sacrifice and offer to the gods? 

105. What used to be offered “in the old days”? 

106. Who is Ork? 

107. How do the three priests respond to Ork’s story? 

108. How does the fourth priest respond to Ork’s story? 

109. After Grendel wrecked the god-ring stones, who were the only ones upset by this? 

110. How did the Scyldings feel about re-erecting the stones? 

111. Why did the Scyldings bother re-erecting the stones? 



112. Describe the attitude of the young priest compared with the attitudes of the old priests. 

113. Describe the brutal nature of Grendel’s run-in with the goat. 

114. Describe the children’s outside activities that occur at this time 

115. What “lies” does the old woman tell the children? 

116. Describe G’s mother and G’s response to her. 

117. Describe the shaper’s funeral. 

118. Define Nihil ex nihilo 

Grendel:  Chs. 11-12 

119. What deaths is Grendel responsible for in chapter ten? 

120. Cite a winter activity that the children participate in. 

121. Who is it that sits at the Shaper’s bedside as he dies? 

122. To whose house does the Shaper’s attendant send the messenger telling of the Shaper’s death? 

123. How is gold used on the Shaper’s corpse? 

124. Explain Nihil ex nihlo. 

125. In chapter 11, of what does Beowulf’s beard remind Grendel? 

126. Describe the clothing that Beowulf wears as he speaks to the coastguard. 

127. Why, specifically, were many of the Danes not pleased that the Geats had come to save them? 

128. Why, specifically, were priests not pleased that the Geats had come to save them? 

129. Of what does Unferth speak when he speaks to Beowulf? 

During the feasting and drinking at Hart, what does Hrothgar compare Beowulf to, to which the queen , “You 

already have more…than you need.”? 

130. Before he attacks, for what reason does Grendel snatch a tablecloth from the nearest table? 

131. What does G realize about B’s strength near the end of the selection? 

132. During the fight scene between Grendel and Beowulf of what does Grendel hallucinate? 

133. On what does G blame his loss to B? 

134. For whom does G cry out? 

135. Who all gathers to watch G die? 

136. According to G, what happened that led to his ultimate demise? 

For your purposes, this is a comprehensive list of characters:   

Grendel  Hrothgar  The Shaper  The Dragon Beowulf G’s mother 

Unferth  Wealtheow  Hrothulf  Red Horse Ork  4
th
 Priest 

Halga  Hygmod  Ingeld   the Ram the Bull  the Goat 

Freawaru the Bear 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 Grendel by John Gardner 

Vocabulary Grendex 

 

As part of this unit, students are required to know the meanings of the following vocabulary words as they are 

utilized in the novel.  Please note that this is only a partial list of difficult/ambiguous words utilized in Grendel, 

and that, as close readers, students should actively discern the meanings of such words by the context in which 

they are used and/or by researching their intended meanings. 

 

 

docile 6 

sycophantish 7 

duff 9 

tuberstirrings 9 

hoary 12 

dirge 13 

dogmatism 14 

putrefaction 19 

loll 20 

inviolable 21 

pungent 23 

gewgawed 31 

ominous 32 

aloof 35 

victualers 47 

petulant 49 

intimation 50 

ludicrously 53 

undulant 57 

paltry 64 

immanence 68 

apocalypse 71 

brume 77 

pompous 80 

compensations 84 

insinuations 87 

nihilism 93 

torus 93 

byrnie 97 

paradox 104 

chilblains 108 

brachiating 112 

venue 113 

oblivious 117 

transmogrified 121 

obsequious 127 

inchoate 129 

keens 131 

concrescence 132 

rationalism 135 

ossified 135 

extrapolate 135 

apparitions 142 

decorum 144 

omnipotence 146 

gannet  153 

inexorable 152 

pommel 153 

ruse 155 

 
          

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.nas.com/~kunkel/torus/torus.htm
http://www.messiah.edu/hpages/facstaff/gdaub/armor/pictures/fletcher/birnie.jpg
http://www.messiah.edu/hpages/facstaff/gdaub/armor/pictures/fletcher/birnie.jpg
http://www.dermnet.org.nz/img/pernio2a.jpg
http://www.scitec.auckland.ac.nz/~hafner/gannets/myphotos.html
http://www.wyomingcustomleather.com/ART/saddle.jpg


 

 

 

 

 

 

   

   

 

 

 


