
Dear St. Edward Community,

Firstly, we would like to thank all of those who contributed to the reflections compiled here. Secondly, 
we would like to thank Ms. White; without her guidance, this compilation of reflections would likely not exist. 
Lastly, we would like to thank you, the reader. Thank you for taking the time to read the thoughts of others 
within our school community and for being willing to enter into others experiences and thoughts. We hope 
that these reflections act however you might need them, and that they guide you in your faith journey during 
this time. 

During the season of Advent, we are often so preoccupied with the numerous events going on 
around us at school. Sandwiched between Thanksgiving and Christmas break, basketball and football 
games, and the weeks leading up to finals, we felt that we often do not take enough time to fully appreciate 
what exactly the Advent season means for us. With these reflections, our intention was not to simply provide 
the student body with words on a page. Rather, we hope that these reflections guide you along with your 
own understanding of the gospel for each day, the meaning behind it, and how it connects to one of the four 
central themes of Advent. 

Over the course of four weeks, there are four themes upon which the Church focuses: hope, peace, 
joy, and love. As each set of reflections are sent out each week, each of the reflections will approach the 
gospel reading through the lens for that week. This week's lens is: HOPE. 

We understand that especially now, with everything going on, there doesn’t seem to be much time to 
stop and enter into the thoughts of others. However, even if you only have time to read one reflection, we still 
encourage you to do so. If you feel inclined, read all of them. Really, our intention with these reflections is to 
provide you with all the necessary tools for you to make whatever spiritual/faith journey you think is correct 
for you. 

Please also be sure to respect what the reflectors have chosen to share and their thoughts. We are 
all part of the St. Ed’s brotherhood; something that should not, and cannot, be torn down. Instead, we must 
continue to build the brotherhood, making sure that nobody is left behind or cast aside. When it comes down 
to Jesus' mission during his life, the removal of our division was of the utmost importance. And so, when we 
celebrate the time leading up to the birth of Jesus, it is important to remember his teachings of love and 
compassion. 

It is our pleasure to share with you this compilation of Advent reflections written by members of our 
school community. 

Sincerely,
Matthew Gray ‘22
Ms. White
Student Ministry - Prayer Group



HOPE
Sunday, November 28, 2021
Luke 21:25-28, 34-36

The passage speaks about the second coming of Christ. The key 
word that goes along with this passage is patience. Those who 
have stayed faithful will be given their reward. It brings to mind the 
Beatitudes. From the Sermon on the Mount Jesus spoke to 
thousands who were gathered to hear him, saying “blessed are 
the clean of heart for they shall see God”. The question is, what 
does it mean to have a clean heart? This is the question that has 
been pondered since the beginning of Christianity; no one has the 
exact answer. The way that I have found to go about finding this 
clean heart is through the words of Ralph Waldo Emerson. The 
quote reads, “to know that just one life has breathed easier 
because you have lived this is to have succeeded”. This echoes 
the impact of one’s actions. To have a clean heart is to do the right 
thing for the person next to you. 

Matthew Molnar
Class of 2022



HOPE
Monday, November 29, 2021
Matthew 8:5-11

This passage emphasizes the strong sense of faith that the centurion 
had in the presence of the Lord. The conflict at hand was that the 
servant of the centurion needed to be healed promptly, but the 
centurion does not believe that the Lord should be allowed to step 
inside of the man’s house because of his divinity. Instead, the centurion 
pleads with the Lord to “just say the word, and my servant will be 
healed.” This act of faith that the centurion has in the Lord’s abilities 
demonstrates his hope for his servant. He is hopeful that the Lord’s 
healing grace will help out the servant. The Lord applauds this faith, he 
says, “Truly I tell you, I have not found anyone in Israel with such great 
faith.” As a result the Lord promises the man eternal life in Heaven. 
This passage gives me hope in the future because remaining faithful in 
the Lord promises happiness in Heaven. This passage is a great 
reminder to remain faithful and hopeful in God’s Grace.

Evan Typpo
Class of 2022



HOPE
Tuesday, November 30, 2021
Matthew 4:18-22

Jesus is hope. Just as God sent Jesus for us to follow, listen, 
and emulate, we are called to act as Jesus did. We are called to 
act in such a way that reflects hope for humanity. To be human is 
to embody the principle of hope, and Jesus proved to us that hope 
is the guiding principle in living a fulfilling life. We must put our 
trust in those who not only offer hope, but lead us towards 
salvation. Every person is capable of doing this, and it requires an 
entire society of people following this principle for us to share the 
common goal of salvation. Personally, I often struggle with 
providing hope for others to grasp on to, especially with the 
anxieties of daily life. However, my teachers, counselors, and 
important people in my life have the ability to give me confidence, 
strength, and courage to have hope for a greater future. We 
should all look at who gives us hope in our lives, and we should 
try to emulate their ability for the benefit of those around us.  

Ian Harrington
Class of 2022



HOPE
Wednesday, December 1, 2021
Matthew 15:29-37

When I first read this passage, the phrase that immediately jumped out to me was 
when Jesus said, “I do not want to send them away hungry, or they may collapse on 
the way”. This is because while as Christians we are called to be the light of the 
world and to spread the good news of Jesus, we are also caused to serve the 
needs of the people, and provide for those who need it most. People cannot be 
spiritually nourished if they are not physically nourished first. They cannot realize 
their full self if they do not have their immediate needs met. That’s why Jesus here 
isn’t going around preaching great beautiful soliloquies to people who barely have 
enough to eat, or are paralyzed and can barely walk. His main concern is their 
needs and how he can best serve them, everything else will follow. He gives them 
hope by serving their immediate concerns- he fills them up spiritually by feeding 
them physically. I think that’s how we are called to give hope to the world as well- a 
warm meal might be the difference between life or death for somebody, and it’s our 
role in the world to serve those who need it the most. Everything else comes after, 
having one’s basic human needs taken care of gives one a foundation to build off 
of. Not having to worry about where one’s next meal is coming from allows 
somebody to consider their purpose and role in this world- it gives them hope for 
the future and their life. That is the message of hope Jesus is trying to show here, in 
my eyes. 

William Perrins
Class of 2023



HOPE
Thursday, December 2, 2021
Matthew 7:21, 24-27

Hope springs from intentionality; acting with purpose and 
authenticity is what separates hoping from mere wishing. 
The reading refers to putting words "into practice," 
comparing that exercise to the building of a house. When 
we follow the example of Christ, the house we build is on a 
foundation of hope -- the "rock" of steadfast commitment to 
meaningful action. Beyond anticipation of the celebration 
to come, Advent highlights ways that we can practice 
acting with intention. For me, this means giving greater 
attention to the needs of others. I seek to practice patience 
and generosity with my family and with all members of the 
Saint Edward community. I reevaluate how I am spending 
my energy and attention. I ask myself: How can I share 
more of my blessings and talents with others? How can I 
spread the hope that springs from my intentions?

Mr. McPartland
English Department



HOPE
Friday, December 3, 2021
Matthew 9:27-31

For this passage, I choose to read it in The Message interpretation. In this 
story, Jesus heals two blind men who are following him. Yes, Jesus has 
healed numerous people before but this is a rare time where he brings the 
healing into their hands. He tells them to believe and that whatever they 
believe, it will happen. Which details that even though God is the provider, we 
are in control of our destiny. Throughout this season, it will be easy to get 
down. Life will bring a lot of good but even more bad will come with that. Just 
like Jesus told the blind men, “Do you really believe I can do this?” Do you 
really believe you can conquer the school year or the challenges coming in 
your life? God loves us and will never let us down but it takes a part of us to 
believe in him for it to happen. Have hope in a God who comes through and 
heals the people in need. This is your season and your time to enter that new 
level.  Have hope and trust God because you play a role in what you want to 
accomplish. God will provide the power but in the case of the blind men, they 
had to show they believed to get what they want. What will you do with the 
power God gave you? It may seem far now but have hope. Do you truly 
believe? 

Jeremiah Radcliff
Class of 2022



HOPE
Saturday, December 4, 2021
Matthew 9:35–10:1, 5a, 6-8

In this passage from the gospel of St. Matthew, we are given an 
image of Christ’s ministry and his early instructions to the Apostles. 
As he went about the countryside teaching and preaching, large 
crowds flocked to Jesus, eager to hear his good news. Like us, 
they were living in contentious times and were desperate for hope. 
This Advent season, we, too, can hear the message Christ 
commanded his Apostles to deliver: "The kingdom of heaven is 
near." This is our hope. 

This word of hope, which draws us today, drew multitudes in Jesus' 
time, leading Jesus to say, "The harvest is abundant, but the 
laborers are few." Our hope that the kingdom of heaven is at hand 
also gives us a mission--to labor in God's vineyard to bring in His 
harvest, to do what we can in our place and time to bring about 
God's kingdom here and now.

Mr. Andrew Allen
English Department Chair


